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Hidden Curriculum

Social 
Network

Leaders

Parents



Curriculum Hidden Curriculum Social Networks

Human Capital
Socialization 

Through Symbolism
Nomenclature

Environment of 
TRUST

Stories/Testimonies Experience



A Parents Influence

Positive/ Retention

 A positive attitude about religion is 
connected to a parent's frequent church 
attendance. 

A Students religious behavior is directed by 
a parental example. 

A parent's attitude about Church directly 
relates to developing a child's attitude. 



Parents

Positive/ Retention

Better religious education by parents 
brings earlier conversions. 

Conversions among the young were 
due to anticipation from their 
churches and the people's social 
expectations. 

Parents are the most potent force for 
indoctrination. 

Negative/Attrition

The lack of religious 
rituals, such as sporadic 

church attendance, 
caused the lack of faith 

development. 



Scriptures



2 Corinthians 4:4

“In their case, the god of this age has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers so 
they cannot see the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.”



Colossians 2:8 

Be careful that no one 
takes you captive 
through philosophy and 
empty deceit based on 
human tradition, based 
on the elemental forces 
of the world, and not 
based on Christ.



1 Timothy 6:20

“Guard what has been 
entrusted to you, avoiding 
irreverent, empty speech and 
contradictions from the 
“knowledge” that falsely 
bears that name.ar By 
professing it, some people 
have deviated from the 
faith.”



Ephesians 6:11

Put on the full armor of God so that you 
can stand against the tactics of the Devil.



Blinded the Mind

That causes the 
hardening of the heart.

Intends: Kidnap, strip the 
individual through false 

teachings

This: establishes a 
presence of evil.

Plan: to bring them to a 
place where there is no 

demonstration or 
experience with God

Intended to rob an 
individual through an evil 

source of philosophies

By: using philosophical 
deceit as bait. 

Using: Philosophical 
beliefs rooted in false 

science. 

Through: Wicked 
discourses using 

speeches devoid of a 
personal relationship 

with God. 

So they use a 
False-science rooted in 

incomplete knowledge to 
lead them away.

By: use of an orderly and 
technical procedure of 

embedding evil. 

Using a Subject 
Methodologically

The  Process 
of  Evil



The Five 
Philosophical 
Methods 

 Representing 
Knowledge-”Falsely 
So-called.”

Biblical Authority

Evolution

Transgenderism

Cosmology

Why Evil and Suffering? 



Scripture



What Does This Mean 
for You? 

1. The History is true. 

2. The People are real. 

3. The Land it describes is 
authentic. 

4. The Culture it represents is 
accurate.

5. The Geography is correct

6. The Science is correct

7. The Narratives are Coherent. 

It is then probable that its Spiritual 
Message is true too! 



Evolution



Primates (humans, apes, 
monkeys, and lemurs)

• Primates comprise less than 0.001% of 
all vertebrate fossils (one-thousandth 
of one percent). 

• The clear majority of invertebrates and 
vertebrates are aquatic. 

• Only  0.001% of fossils are primates.

Take a Good Look at Lucy





Transgendersim



  Sexuality and Gender
         Generation Z

•About One in Eight of all 
13-18-year-olds describe their 
sexuality as something other than 
heterosexual or straight (12%)

•Bisexual (7%)



THE Determining Factor

Faith identity was the 
determining factor for “belief” 
regarding being straight or gay, 
bisexual,

Faith is a guide to perspective 
on transgender. 







65% of teens say social media improves their life satisfaction.

Depression rates for heavy internet users (10+ hours daily) are 
20% higher than for light internet users (below four hours daily).

Suicidal thoughts are 28% higher for heavy internet users than 
light internet users.



Two Important Stories about Transgenderism

One was from a man 
who transitioned into 

a woman and was 
honest about their 

experience. 

Two, the story of the 
first transgender 
operation at John 

Hopkins University. 



Transgender Truths
Andrea Long Chu, New York 
Times

Sex isn’t “Assigned,” and Surgery Can’t 
Change It.

Gender Dysphoria Is Deeply Painful.

“Transitioning” May Not Bring Relief 
from the Pain.

Suicide Is a Serious Risk



What Does The Transgender Community Say?

A transgender boy 
is a boy

A transgender girl 
is a girl

Should be treated 
like other boys and 

girls

They no longer 
say, “He is a boy 

who identifies as a 
boy. 

They claim they 
are that particular 

sex. 



What the Transgender Community Says…

Personhood Theory: Teaches 
that there is a split. 

Biologically you are a human, 
but to be a person is an 

ethical concept defined by 
what we value. 

In other words, being a 
human being is not enough.

So, what we do with the body 
is immaterial and separate 

from the self. 

The only value is the mind or 
consciousness. 

The body and the mind are 
separate. 



What the Transgender Community says…

The body is set against 
the person.

So, abortion, hooking 
up, euthanasia, 

homosexuality, and 
transgenderism are the 

results. (Evolution) 

The body is separate 
from the person. 

(Simple)



Our Argument

Christians have a 
favorable view of the 

body (Romans 12) 

The biological 
correspondence 

between males and 
females is part of the 

original creation. 

Sexual differentiation is 
part of what God 

pronounced as “very 
good.” 

Which provides a 
reference point for 

morality.  (Very good)

There is a purpose in 
the physical structures 

of our bodies.

Teleology produces 
harmony between 

biological and gender 
identity. 



Questions

If gender is a social 
construct, how can 
gender identity be 

innate and immutable? 

How can biology 
determine one’s 

identity concerning 
social construct in the 

womb?

How can one’s identity 
be unchanging 

(immutable) concerning 
an ever-changing social 

construct? 

If gender identity is 
innate, how can it be 

fluid? 



Biology

Transgenderism rests on 
the notion that identity 

is innate.

You can be born a man 
and feel like a woman. 

Vice-versa.

Thus, adjusting 
hormones, restructuring 

the anatomy, and 
aligning with the body’s 

inner sense of self. 

When all goes right with 
the developmental 

process, it’s relatively 
easy to discern a baby 
boy from a baby girl.



Embryology: What Normally 
Happens 

Langman’s Medical 
Embryology says, “sex 
of a new organism is 

determined at 
fertilization.” 

An X-carrying sperm 
produces a female (XX) 

embryo, and a 
Y-carrying sperm has a 

male (XY) embryo. 

YOUR SEX is 
determined AT 

fertilization. 

By a specific kind of 
sperm (X or Y).

It is the FATHER  rather 
than the mother whose 
gamete determines the 

sex of the embryo. 



Embryology

While there are 
abnormalities with XX 

or XY embryos, a 
chromosome can 

disrupt this process. 

However, these 
abnormalities have 
nothing to do with 

transgender identities. 



What is sex in the first place?

The defining feature of an 
organism is organization.

Sex, in terms of male and 
female, is identified by their 

organization.

The fundamental 
conceptual distinction 

between male and female is 
the organism’s organization 

for sexual reproduction. 

So, we define males and 
females based on their sex 

roles and their reproductive 
systems. 

In biology, an organism is 
male or female if it is 

structured to perform one 
of the respective roles in 

reproduction. 



What is sex in the first place? 

Males are organized to engage in sexual 
acts that donate genetic material, while 
females are meant to receive genetic 
material. 

Sex is understood this way 
throughout ALL species. 



Brain is Sexed

After reproductive organs, 
the brain is the most  “sexed 
“ organ in the human being. 

How one experiences 
emotions, pain, seeing, 

hearing, remembering, and 
navigating are all 

neurological differences in 
men and women. 

What about disorders of 
sexual development? 

(one in 5000) births.

But they don’t represent a 
third sex. 

If a heart doesn’t pump, we 
don’t call it a “difference.” 

We call it diseased. 



Gender Matters
Boy and Girls Think and act differently. 

Brain is wired 
differently

Risk Aggression School/learning

Sex Drugs Disciplines



Transgender and Sex “Reassignment”

People who have sexual 
reassignment surgery 

do not become the 
opposite sex. 

Because they do not 
change their 

organismal organization 
for reproduction. 

They merely acquire 
the outward 

appearance of a change 
in the bodily 
organization. 

They look natural, but 
they don’t function. 

There can never be any 
real integration of the 

organism for 
reproduction. 



 Transgenderism

An artificial heart 
functions as a heart

An artificial penis or 
vagina can never 

function for 
reproduction. 

Point: every surgical 
attempt to change 
sex must involve 
body mutilation. 



The Hard Truth

Your brain is NOT at war 
with your body. 

Scientific FACTS do not 
matter.

Every cell has sex. 

You are different across 
all your organs.

No matter your gender 
philosophy, Doctors must 
still know your biological 
sex before placing you on 

an operating table. 



The Hard Truth

While the New York City 
Human Rights 

Commission will tell 
you, there are over 31 

gender expressions.

Science, biology, 
anatomy, and Scripture 

prove that only two 
exist.

No matter whether 
surgery can or will 
change your sex. 



The  
Truth

You can’t change your 
biological organization. Plastic 
surgery can create a vagina to 
look like a penis, and it CAN 

NEVER create an actual sexually 
reproducing organ. 

Your body is integrated for 
reproduction.

It has a purpose because the 
organ has a definition that is 

central to this purpose. 

A Penis deposits sperm capable 
of procession towards and 

penetrating the female organ. 

The female organ acts as a 
receptacle.



Hard Truth

Every surgical attempt 
to change sex must 

involve mutilation of 
the body that identifies 

one’s actual sex. 

There is no scientific 
data that proves other 

wise

Science has proven that 
only some people 

become better. 
(University of 
Birmingham) 

Rate of psychiatric 
hospitalization is three 

times the rate of 
others. 

Suicide attempts are 
nearly five times more 

frequent.

The suicide that leads 
to death was 19 times 
higher—(University of 
Bern in Switzerland). 



Hard Truth…

There is no scientific evidence that 
a transgender identity is 
biologically determined. 

Science enormously supports 
that you are the biological sex 
you are born with. 



Cosmology





Why Evil and Suffering?



The Inditement…
 If God is all good, 
               He would defeat evil.

If God is all-powerful,
               He could defeat evil.

But evil is not defeated.
              Hence, there is no such God. 



If You Are Right..

If God is Good:

 

Either God cannot abolish evil, or He will 
not.

If He cannot, then He is not all-powerful.

If He will not, then He isn’t all good. 



God’s 
Omnipotence 
Is In 
Question..

If God is All-Powerful: 

If God is all-good, He would destroy evil

If God is all-powerful, He could destroy evil.

                But evil is not destroyed.

Therefore, no such God exists.



Let’s Say  You 
Are 
Right...God is 
Good. 

If God is Good: 

Either God cannot abolish 
evil, or He will not.

If He cannot, then He is 
not all-powerful.

If He will not, then He isn’t 
all good. 



God all powerfulness is 
misunderstood.



Our Response to Evil 
and Suffering..

Therefore, 

        If God is all good, 
                         He would defeat evil.

        If God is all-powerful,
                           He could defeat evil. 

         Evil is not yet defeated. 

                             Therefore, one-day evil will be defeated. 



Christianity is the only religion with a GOD 
who suffered with His people. 



Faith Development 
Principles





The Less 
Religious A 

Student, the 
Less Parental 
Control. The 

More 
Religious, the 
More Parent 

Control



God Talk Must 
Be 
Intentionality 



1. The degree of freedom of thought encouraged 

2. Religion emphasized in their homes 

The Two Best Predictors of Retention 



Divorce Was A Great Predictor for The Lowest Rate of Church Attendance



The University had Little 
Impact on the Faith of 
Evangelical Students.



Adult Socialization and Your Children 
The warmth of 
relationships influenced 
church involvement. 

A church with a formal 
youth group increases Faith

Fostering church 
commitment is caused by 
personal relationships with 
parents, peers, and church 
leaders. 

•Membership formed moral 
values better than their parents' 
beliefs. 

•College students are most 
effected by their peers not their 
parents. 

• Less education a student has the 
more irreligious they become. 



Socialization By Adults

Socialization begins at the age of two. 

The most religious students were those in 
groups most concerned about training their 
members to be religious. 

Family traditions of church attendance 
accompanied by a loving church greatly 
impacted a student's positive desire for religion. 

•Church leaders who are 
inapproachable, insincere, or 
uncertain about their beliefs 
caused the “dislike” of religion. 

•Youth groups that snubbed or 
rejected students caused the 
rejection of faith. 

•Unpleasant religious training 
caused the rejection of faith. 



Scripture and Prayer: Intimate Connection 
with the Deity

Intimacy w/Deity

Ages 10-11 was 
the age for God 

as a personal 
relationship. 

The idea of God 
is loving, sound, 
and kind most 

appealed to the 
youngest 
students.



Belief Erodes Before Church Attendance



Scripture and Prayer: Intimate Connection 
with the Deity

Intimacy w/Deity
•Momentary wonder was found to 

be the basis of reverence and could 
lead to communion with God. 
• This begins in childhood. 
• In 90% of students (in a survey) 

reported that an awareness of the 
Presence of God was related to 
prayer among those who did not 
attend church. 
• 2/3rd of Intimacy occurred in 

solitude. 



Doubts

More Doubts/AttritionReligious education was held in low 
esteem by pupils. 

Negative attitudes about religion begin in 
primary schools. 

Grows more hostile in secondary schools. 
(Middle) 

Alienation is marked by 14-15 years of 
age. 



Doubts

Less Doubts/Retention

Existential faith is more important than 
academic faith in students. 

The intensity of belief was independent of 
opinions but depended on solid social 
support. 

Local church engagement and their positive 
attitudes to church firmly embed belief. 

More Doubts/Attrition

•Unbelief was rare and found only in 
those after twelve. 

• Ideas about God were not related 
to Sunday School attendance. 

• At twelve, doctrinal concerns 
decreased, but emotional concerns 
increased. 

• Cognitive knowledge about God did 
not guarantee a conviction. 



Doubts

Less Doubts/Retention

Church school had no impact 
on belief. But membership 
did have an impact

An authoritarianism attitude 
strongly impacted the belief. 

More Doubts/Attrition

•God as Creator decreased with 
age. 

•The idea that God is Good 
decreases with age. 

•Disbelief in Jesus being God 
arose in those 15-16 years of 
age. 

•Move away from God was 
agnostic rather than atheist. 



Doubts

• Typical age of 
return by young 
adults is 30. 

Doubts often went 
unexpressed.

The belief was 
superficial. 

Sexual attitudes 
brought the 

unbalances of faith. 

The absence of 
young adults was 

more pronounced in 
smaller churches. 

Apostates were 
young, highly 
educated, and 

liberal regarding 
sex and drug use. 

Only one in twenty 
believes every word of 
the Bible is accurate. 

Adolescents bring an 
increase in questions 

about belief. 



Doubts

More Doubts/Attrition

The connection between disbelief and 
science. 

Sunday school did not affect moral 
reasoning. 

When new identities are formed, and they 
feel safe reorganizing their lives, they defect. 

They slowly discard beliefs. 



Religious Experiences

Religious Experience/Retention

American adolescents are the most reluctant to deny 
the supernatural. 

Fact: Religious experiences sustains faith. 

Religion begins with religious experiences.

Something unique and of quality must attract a student 
to a religious experience. It was mysticism. 

Mysticism is highest during worship. Sense the 
Presence of God. 



Religious Experiences

Religious Experience/Retention

Social change is connected to 
ecstasy

Uninhibited worship is connected to 
a sense of joy and reassurance. 

The more educated a student 
becomes, the less conformist they 
are and the more likely they are to 
feel close to God through solitude. 



Religious Experiences

Religious Experience/Retention

•Attendance at a retreat caused a 
change in a student for two 
months. 

•  Psychologists have found that 
people who have RE have stable 
personalities.  

• Students were attracted to the 
Power of God, especially boys. 



Religious Experiences

Religious Experience/ Retention

• Those reporting a RE said it produced a lasting 
influence on their lives. 

• The saliency of the RE was based on the 
number of times the experience was reported. 

• Evidence was found that the experiential 
element of religion was related to the arts, 
which stimulated the imagination.

• Regular church attendance was connected to 
religious experience.

• Conversion is aided by dogmatism. 
 



Religious 
Experience

• Only 2% of students reported a 
religious experience.

•  In Another survey, 52% of adolescents 
and 49% of young adults said they had 

never had a religious experience.

• Half said they would love to! 

48 hours to Seal A 
Religious Experience 
Through Group 
Reflection





Learning

Peace
Pleasure

Activates 
the Body

Excitement

Oxytocin
Social 

Bonding



Worship and 
Speaking in 
Tongues



Whether positive or 
negative, our view of God 
greatly influences our 
brain’s acceptance of God. 

If you have a negative 
thinking about God, your 
brain tells you to stay away 
from God

If you think positively about 
God, your brain tells you to 
come closer to God. 

Religious Experiences



• Repetition writes itself in the 
neurons of your brain.

• “Neurons that fire together wire 
together.”

• Therefore, repeated experiences and 
practices wire themselves into your 
brain. 

• However, if you don’t “Repeat” a 
practice, the brain can lose the 
experience.



• The brain of an atheist is different from 
the brain of a believer. 

• When atheists and believers were shown 
pictures, exciting things happened.

• The believer sees things that are there, 
and they also see things that are not 
there. 

• Th Atheists seldom saw things that were 
not in the picture but struggled to see 
what was in them. 

• But when dopamine was added, the 
atheist could see what they were missing. 



Prayer is scientifically proven to 
aid the lives of sick people who 
need healing.  



Religious Experiences  
• Bring about peace and calmness in those who 

participate.
• Increase joy
• Religious experiences are needed for belief to be 

embedded. 
• When we “think,” we see a horizontal lin, and 

ourr neurons fire when we see a vertical line—a 
cross and the symbol of the cross affects the 
human brain. 

• Awe is increased.
• A spatial sense of space is being invaded by the 

mystical. 
• Reward chemicals are released
• The sense of something being indescribable is 

removed. 
• You are created to be a “receiver” to talk to God. 



The Take Home List

“You Must Not Forget To Be 
Intentional.”


